
Fairfield Public Library Display Policy

Purpose

The Fairfield Public Library, a department of the Town of Fairfield (“Library”), is committed to

curating displays and exhibitions that meet our users’ informational, educational, research,

cultural, and recreational needs.

Librarians are professionally trained to curate and develop displays that are provided for the

interest, information, and enlightenment of all residents and represent a wide range of varied

and diverging viewpoints.  Library displays provide access to content that is relevant to the

research, independent interests and educational needs of residents.   Library displays and

programs are a resource for voluntary inquiry and the dissemination of information and ideas

and promote free expression and free access to ideas by residents. Library-initiated displays

are curated by librarians to support educational and cultural goals, whereas displays created

by outside individuals or groups reflect their own perspectives and are governed by this

policy.

When not in use to promote Library-related activities or services, display spaces may be

available to community groups or individuals engaged in educational, cultural, intellectual, or

charitable activities.

Principles and Criteria

Exhibit areas are available on an equitable basis regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of

individuals or groups requesting their use.

The fact that an organization or person is permitted the use of a Library display space does

not in any way constitute an endorsement by the Library of their policies or beliefs.  In general,

the Library does not accept exhibits of a purely commercial nature, unless they have a special

educational, informational, or cultural value to the community. The Library does not accept any

material being offered for sale to the public unless the proceeds directly benefit the Library.

Exhibits are accepted at the discretion of the Library Director. The Library Director has the

right to review the materials before the exhibit is installed.



The Library will not accept displays or exhibits that are judged to be either illegal or

inappropriate for public viewing (i.e., in a place that is free and open to people of all ages).  A

decision not to accept materials for an exhibit may be appealed to the President of the Board

of Trustees.

Library displays shall only be excluded for legitimate professionally accepted standards of the

display policy and shall not be excluded because of origin, background, or views of those

contributing to the display or those depicted in the display.

All Library materials are evaluated and made accessible in accordance with the protections

against discrimination set forth in section 46a-64 of the general statutes.

Bulletin Board and Handout Policy

The Library has multiple bulletin boards, tables, and racks on its premises. Their primary

purpose is to house material that promotes library events and services. When space allows, the

Library permits non-library material to be posted or housed.

Library staff must approve all material; unapproved material will be removed. The library gives

preference to partner organizations and local cultural and educational institutions. The Library

makes no promise as to the duration of or distribution of the posting.  Bulletin boards, tables,

and racks will be cleared regularly to remove outdated material and to provide space for

preferred material. The Library assumes no responsibility for preserving or protecting non-

Library material.

Campaign materials, commercial materials, materials resulting in personal gain, or materials in

violation of Library policy are explicitly not permitted.

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship

The choice of Library materials by patrons is an individual matter. The Library recognizes that

some materials may be controversial or offensive to an individual but maintains that

individuals can apply their values only to themselves. The selection of library materials is

predicated on the customer’s right of access to information and freedom from censorship.



Selections will not be made on the basis of anticipated approval or disapproval, but on the

merits of the material itself.

Selection of materials will not be inhibited by the possibility that materials may inadvertently

come into the possession of or be seen by minors. No one can exercise censorship to restrict

access to Library materials by others. It is the parents' or guardians' responsibility to

determine which Library materials are appropriate for their children. The Library affirms its

commitment to the principles of intellectual freedom and the First Amendment to the United

States Constitution.  The Library endorses and supports intellectual freedom and endorses the

American Library Association (ALA) Freedom to Read Statement, Freedom to View Statement,

the Library Bill of Rights and all relevant interpretations.

A notice shall be posted with each display stating: “The materials within this display are the

presentation of the individual or organization named in the display. The Fairfield Public Library

does not advocate or endorse the viewpoints of display participants or exhibitors.”

Request for Reconsideration

The Library limits consideration of requests to reconsider material, displays or programs to

residents of the Town of Fairfield. Please see our Library Material Review and Reconsideration

Policy for further information on this process.
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