
Children's Booklist 2022: Survival and Adventure
Grades 4 & 5

Dark Waters
by Katherine Arden
Stuck on a mysterious island, Ollie, Coco,

and Brian must band together if they hope to

escape the creature that haunts them on

both land and sea. Book 3 in the Small

Spaces series.

Alone in the Woods
by Rebecca Behrens
Rising eighth-graders Jocelyn and Alex,

former best friends forced together on a

family vacation, must cooperate to survive

when they get lost in the Wisconsin

Northwoods.

The Disaster Days
by Rebecca Behrens
A 12-year-old girl finds the limits of her

babysitting skills tested by a massive

earthquake that knocks out the power and

destroys property throughout her city,

leaving her two young charges completely

dependent on her for survival.

The Canyon's Edge
by Dusti Bowling
Accompanying her father on a slot-canyon

expedition in the Arizona desert a year after

a random shooting changed their family

forever, Nora is separated from her father

and their supplies by a flash flood and must

navigate the deadly natural hazards of the

desert to survive.

The Last Kids on Earth:
June's Wild Flight
by Max Brallier
After getting separated from her friends,

June gets dragged to Wakefield, a town

overrun with monsters, and has to use her

survival skills to escape, as she discovers

information about the mysterious "Tower,"

which could be critical to the world's survival

Storm Blown
by Nick Courage
In San Juan, Puerto Rico, Alejandro worries

about his great-uncle while helping guests at

a resort, and in New Orleans, Emily worries

about her sick brother, as a major hurricane

rages, changing both their lives forever.

Alone
by Megan E. Freeman
When Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret

sleepover, she ends up waking up to a

nightmare. She's alone--left behind in a town

that has been mysteriously evacuated and

abandoned. With no one to rely on, no

power, and no working phone lines or

internet access, Maddie slowly learns to

survive on her own.

Ground Zero
by Alan Gratz
A dual tale published to mark the 20th

anniversary of the September 11 attacks finds

a young boy struggling to find his father and

escape the World Trade Center in 2001,

before a girl in battle-torn 2020 Afghanistan

risks her life to help a wounded soldier.
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Red Fox Road
by Frances Greenslade
Francie and her parents are on a spring road

trip. When a shortcut leads them down an

old logging road, disaster strikes. They are

stuck in the middle of nowhere. Will

Francie's survival skills be enough to keep

her alive when hours stretch into days?

Beast : Face-to-Face with the
Florida Bigfoot
by Watt Key
Haunted by the disappearance and

presumed death of his parents two months

after he is found lost in the swamps, Jason

hides the truth about his encounter with a

Sasquatch-like creature before pursuing

answers in the deadly wilderness.

Distress Signal
by Mary E. Lambert
When a flash flood splits the group up,

Lavender finds herself lost, together with

her former best friend Marisol, mean-girl

Rachelle, and a boy named John who has

been behaving like a surly jerk since the

start. They have only one pack of supplies

and only the most basic wilderness

knowledge, but if they are to survive they need to put their

differences aside and work as a team or all that will be left of

them are their sun-bleached bones.

Ranger in Time series: Attack on
Pearl Harbor
by Kate Messner
Transported to 1941 Hawaii, time-traveling

golden retriever Ranger helps a young sailor

and two twins make their way to safety

when Pearl Harbor is attacked by Japanese

bombers.

Words on Fire
by Jennifer A. Nielsen
Avoiding the occupying Cossack soldiers

who would force everyone to become

Russian, a farm girl from Lithuania helps her

family preserve her culture, literature and

religion when she is forced to leave her

parents behind to escape with an important

package.

Treasure in the Lake
by Jason Pamment
When Iris and Sam discover a hidden city

and a forgotten tale of friendship, they must

discover the truth to save their own

friendship or watch history repeat itself and

be pulled apart forever.

Northwind
by Gary Paulsen
Forced to take to the water after a deadly

plague wipes out his fishing village, Leif

connects to the heartbeat of the ocean and

the pulse of the landscape as he discovers

his truest self.

Wildfire
by W. R. Philbrick
Sam's summer camp is evacuated due to fast

moving wildfire. He makes the mistake of

going back for his phone, and finds himself

left behind, disoriented, and running for his

life with a girl, Delphy, from a different camp.

Finding an old jeep keeps them going, but in

the wilds of Maine, there are only logging

roads and the deadly crown fire is everywhere...

In the Red
by Christopher Swiedler
Michael knows he shouldn't go out on the

Mars surface alone--it's dangerous. But when

his best friend, Lilith, suggests they sneak

out one night, he can't resist the chance to

prove everyone wrong. The two become

stranded hours from home with limited food,

water, and air. Michael and Lilith must risk

everything if they're to get back to the colony alive.

I Survived the California Wildfires,
2018
by Lauren Tarshis
A boy moves across the country to rural

northern California, where his efforts to

adjust are challenged by a fast-moving

firestorm that places family homes and lives

at risk.
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