Scene of the Crime

Mysteries for Grades 4&5
chasing vermeer
By Blue Balliett

J FICTION BAILLIETT

Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art scandal when seemingly unrelated and strange events
occur and a precious Vermeer painting disappears. (2004)

hold fast

By Blue Balliett

J FICTION BALLIETT

On a cold winter day in Chicago, Early’s father disappeared.
Now, it is up to Early to hold her family together and solve the
mystery surrounding her father’s disappearance. (2013)

Children’s
Booklist
2018

the unbreakable code
By Jennifer Chambliss
J FICTION BERTMAN

Emily and James uncover encrypted messages in books by
Mark Twain hidden through Book Scavenger. What is most suspicious is that each hidden book triggers an arson. (2017)

the potato chip puzzles
By Eric Berlin

J FICTION BERLIN

Winston and his friends enter a puzzle contest to win fifty
thousand dollars for their school, but they must also figure out
who is trying to keep them from winning. (2009)

the book that proves time travel happens
By Henry Clark

J FICTION CLARK

During time travel, Ambrose and his friends find historical connections between Morse code and ancient Chinese hexagrams.
(2015)

under the egg

By Laura Marx Fitzgerald
J FICTION FITZGERALD

Her grandfather’s dying words lead Theodora to a vaulable
hidden painting she fears may be stolen, but it is her search for
answers in Greenwich Village that brings real treasure. (2014)

mr. lemoncello’s great library race
By Ben Guterson

J FICTION GRABENSTEIN

Mr. Lemoncello holds a contest for his young friends where
they must race to bring interesting facts back to his library.
(2017)

winterhouse

By Ben Guterson

J FICTION GUTERSON

Elizabeth spends Christmas break at Winterhouse hotel under
strange circumstances, where she discovers that she has magic,
and her love of puzzles helps her solve a mystery. (2018)
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closed for the season
By Mary Downing Hahn
J FICTION HAHN

Two 13-year-old boys, Arthur and Logan, set out to solve the
mystery of a murder that took place some years ago in the old
house Logan’s family has just moved into. (2009)

swindle

By Gordon Korman

J FICTION KORMAN

After a mean collector named Swindle cons him out of his
valuable Babe Ruth baseball card, Griffin Bing must break into
Swindle’s compound and recapture the card. (2008)

Children’s
Booklist
2018

capture the flag
By Kate Messner

J FICTION MESSNER

When the original Star Spangled Banner is stolen, Anne, José,
and Henry, pursue suspects while stranded at a Washington,
D.C., airport during a snowstorm. (2012)

ghosts of greenglass house
By Kate Milford

J FICTION MILFORD

Milo is stuck spending the winter holidays in a house full of
strange guests! He will have to uncover clues in search of a
mysterious map and a famous smuggler’s lost haul. (2017)

liar and spy

By Rebecca Stead
J FICTION STEAD

Georges adjusts to moving from a house to an apartment,
being picked on at school, and helping Safer, a boy who wants
his help spying on another resident of their building. (2012)

murder is bad manners
By Robin Stevens

J FICTION STEVENS

Daisy and Hazel form a detective agency to solve the murder
of their science teacher, Miss. Bell. The girls are determined to
solve the crime before the killer strikes again! (2014)

three times lucky
By Sheila Turnage

J FICTION TURNAGE

Washed ashore as a baby in Tupelo Landing, North Carolina,
Mo LoBeau and her best friend Dale turn detective when the
Colonel, Mo’s co-parent, seems implicated in a murder. (2012)
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